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About Our 
LEVY

February 14, 2017

What School District  
Programs and Operations 
are Supported by the Levy? 

• For 2018 it’s estimated tax payers will pay 
$3.30 per $1,000 of assessed property; for 
2019, $3.26 per $1,000; for 2020, $3.23 per 
$1,000; and 2021, $3.20 per $1,000. Actual 
tax rates are set by Clallam County and 
may fluctuate.  

• Public school districts in Washington 
State receive the majority of their an-
nual operating funds from the state.  
However, the legislature only provides 
approximately 68% of what it costs to 
provide a child’s public education.  The 
balance of the money needed is expected 
to come from local levies and the federal 
government. The levy supports the day-
to-day operation of public schools and 
programs not funded, or not fully funded, 
by Washington State.

• The February 14, 2017 levy request will 
only provide approximately 22% of the 

(Continued on page 2)

Levy dollars will continue to fund educational  
programs and operation, including mandated  
programs not funded by Washington State, and  
including but not limited to, reasonably low class 
sizes, student transportation, athletics, music  
programs, extracurricular activities, special  
education, career tech programs, highly capable 
programs, technology and maintenance.

The levy request funds 22% of our school district’s 
daily operating budget and provides critical fund-
ing for important programs that could not be 
offered without it.

Visit Levy News online at www.portangeles 
schools.org for additional information about the 
February 14, 2017 replacement  
educational programs and  
operation levy.

The February 14, 2017 educational programs and operation levy 
is a replacement levy, not a new levy. It renews the current levy, which 
expires at the end of 2017, and will maintain levy funding for the Port 
Angeles School District for four years, 2018 through 2021.
Here are some additional Levy Quick Facts:

The School District Levy:
Continuing Support of Your SChoolS

• The February 14, 2017 levy is for a fixed 
amount of $9,100,000 collected on all tax-
able property within the School District 
in 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021. Washington 
State law provides that no more than the 
requested amount can be collected. 

• Levy dollars will continue to fund educa-
tional programs and operation, including 
mandated programs not funded by Wash-
ington State, and including but not limited 
to, maintaining reasonably low class sizes, 
student transportation, athletics, music 
programs, extracurricular activities, special 
education, career tech programs, highly 
capable programs, technology and main-
tenance.

• The February 14, 2017 levy request conser-
vatively increases the current levy amount 
due to increasing costs. In 2016 and 2017, 
the levy amounts approved in 2015 were 
$8,637,144 and $8,723,516, respectively.
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More Levy Quick Facts…Frequently Asked Questions

Tracking Student Success: Reed Wendel, PAHS ClASS of 1998
Growing up in Port Angeles exposed me to so 
many great outdoor activities like backpacking, 
fishing, and skiing.  An enjoyment of being outside 
is one of many reasons I chose to become a forester.   

I believe that educational success depends upon 
having skilled teachers with a knack and passion 
for teaching.  One of my many teachers with that 
enthusiasm was J.C. Kilmer, my 7th grade home-
room teacher at Roosevelt Middle School.  During 
our geography units, Mr. Kilmer shared stories of 

his own travels which made the places we were learning about seem more real.  
He also had us create color and relief maps of the areas of the world that we were 
studying.  After being in Mr. Kilmer’s class, I competed in the National Geographic 
Geography Bee at the state level. These experiences spurred an interest in cartog-
raphy which led me to take college classes in human geography and geographic 
information systems. 

total School District budget even though the legislature authorizes educational pro-
grams and operation levy requests up to 28% of a district’s budget.  

• After the School Board sets a levy amount, and voters approve a levy request, it becomes 
the maximum that can be collected.  The fixed levy amount collected by the School 
District does not increase after it is set in place, regardless of changes in assessed 
property value.

• The levy rate is calculated from the total assessed valuation of all the real property 
within the School District boundaries.

• An exemption is available for qualifying seniors and low-income homeowners. Those 
interested should contact the County Assessor’s office by phone at 360.417.2400 or 
email web_assessor@co.clallam.wa.us.  

• The levy’s new title – replacement educational programs and operation – reflects a 
more accurate description of what the levy actually pays for. Essentially, it is the same levy, 
the maintenance and operations levy, the School District has run and operated under 
for many previous years. 
Maintenance is only one 
part of what the levy 
pays for. 

What exactly is the levy?

A levy is a property tax on real estate that helps finance 

educational programs and operations of public schools.  

The levy specifies an amount to be collected each year. 

The February 14, 2017 levy is a replacement levy for one 

approved in February 2015. If approved, voters would be 

renewing the current levy expiring at the end of 2017.

What percentage of the School District’s budget does the 
levy represent?

When the levy amount is compared to all of the School 

District’s resources, the requested levy amount represents 

approximately 22% of the School District’s total budget. 

What are the election requirements?

Washington State law requires school levy measures to achieve 

a majority vote . That means that at least 50% plus one of the 

votes must be “YES” in order for the measure to pass.

Why does the Port Angeles School District need levy funds 
every year?

The Washington State legislature only funds 68.4% of what 

it costs to provide a child’s public education. The balance of 

the money needed is expected to come from local levies 

and the federal government.  

Can you show us evidence of continued student success?

Yes, our Port Angeles School District is graduating skilled and 

knowledgeable young men and women.  Did you know the 

2015 Port Angeles High School graduation rate was 84.8%? 

Washington State boosted a grad rate of 78.1% the same year.  

Our goal is a 100% graduation rate. See www.portangeles 
schools.org for Tracking Student Success features. 

   

(continued from page 1)

I am very grateful for the Advanced Placement classes offered by Port Angeles High 
School and my AP teachers:  Mrs. Duncan Taylor, Mr. Rennie and Mr. McLaughlin.  As 
a junior and senior, I was able to take AP classes in Biology, U.S. History and English.  
These classes provided a needed challenge, prepared me for the rigor of college 
level classes, and allowed me to earn college credits while still in high school.  

I swam, participated in school plays and Youth in Government, and I competed in 
Knowledge Bowl.  Not only were these activities fun, they also provided important 
challenges and learning.  

Today I work as the forest inventory manager for Green Crow in Port Angeles.  I 
manage its geographic information systems database in a sort of big digital map 
in order to keep track of harvest and forestry operations.  I am currently enrolled 
in the Washington State AgForestry Leadership program, and I will be travelling to 
India and Nepal with AgForestry in 2017.

Wendel graduated with a B.S. from University of Washington’s College of Forest Re-
sources in 2002; he returned to the UW College of Forest Resources for an MS in 2009.

Visit Levy News at 
www.portangeles 
schools.org to view 
a d d i t i o n a l  l e v y  
information. 



Voter Registration

To Estimate How Much You’d Pay 
in the Future:

Growing up in Port Angeles has 

instilled the importance of giving, 

worldly thinking, and challenging 

myself personally and professionally. My path through 

the Port Angeles schools was enriched by the people 

I came into contact with and who I consider friends 

today. Marty Peterson, Susan Anderson, Jean Sigmar, 

Lara Brown and Lisa Joslin all hold special places in 

my heart, as they encouraged me, challenged me, and 

loved me, and they still do today.  I feel fortunate to 

have smart, strong-willed female teachers in my life. 

I participated in basketball and track at Roosevelt 

Middle School and FBLA, soccer, tennis and swimming 

in high school. The most beneficial aspect of my extra-

curricular involvement was the social interaction with 

other people outside the classroom setting. Lifelong 

friendships were formed.

In high school it became evident I had a business 

mindset. Lisa Joslin helped foster those skills through 

her computer and business classes at the high school. 

Not knowing exactly what career path I wanted to take, 

I decided to capitalize on my business and technical 

skills and leave my options open to a variety of career 

fields by pursuing a Bachelors in Business Administra-

tion/Marketing at Western Washington University. 

Upon completion of my degree, I served as the 

AmeriCorps retention project coordinator, running a 

mentoring program for at-risk youth and master in 

teaching students and coordinating service-learning 

opportunities. After my term was up, I accepted an 

opportunity at Peninsula College doing marketing 

and foundation work which expanded to recruitment 

and public relations.

In early 2016 I took a leap of faith. I earned my Real 

Estate Broker’s License, transitioned from the College 

to full-time real estate, and haven’t looked back since.

Right now my most important role is being a mom to 

two girls – Layla, 6, and Macy, 1 – with my husband, 

Justin Parker.  Parker received her Master of Science in 

Instructional Design and Technology from California 

State University, Fullerton.

Voter registration forms are available online 
in multiple languages on the Secretary of 
State website:  www.sos.wa.gov/elections/
register.aspx.

To register to vote, you must be: 

• A citizen of the United States 
• A legal resident of Washington State
• At least 18 years old by Election Day 
• Not disqualified from voting due to a court 

order; and
• Not under Department of Corrections 

supervision for a Washington felony  
conviction

Note: To register for the February 14, 2017 
vote, your mail-in and online registration was 
due postmarked by Monday, January 16, 2017.  
You may still register in person by Monday, 
February 6, 2017 at the Clallam County Elec-
tions Office.

Ballot Information
A ballot for the School District February 14, 2017 
levy election will be mailed to the homes of 
registered voters on or around January 25, 2017.  

Ballots must be returned by mail or in person 
to the Clallam County Courthouse by 8:00 
p.m. February 14, 2017.  

If you do not receive your ballot or need 
a replacement, please call 360.417.2221. 

Locate your assessed property value.  
Divide it by 1,000. Next, multiply this 
amount by the estimated tax rate.

Example: 
2018 estimate
$200,000 assessed property value/$1,000 
x $3.30 estimated tax rate = $55 per 
month ($660 annual)

2016 actual
$200,000 assessed property value/$1,000 
x $3.20 actual tax rate = $53 per month 
($640 annual) 

Tracking Student
Success: 

View the Clallam County website, www.clallam.net, and 
access Property Search to complete a data search for your 
personal property. For any questions, contact the Clallam 
County Assessor at 360.417.2400 or email web_assessor@
co.clallam.wa.us.
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2018 
Property

Value

$150,000

$200,000

$250,000

$300,000

Estimated Rate
Per Month

($3.30 per $1,000 Value)

41

55

69

83

Estimated Rate
Per Year

($3.30 per $1,000 Value)

495

660

825

990

Clallam County voter information and registra-
tion may also be found online at https://wei.
sos.wa.gov/county/clallam/en/Elections/ 
register_to_vote/Pages/registertovote.aspx.

Exemptions 
A property tax exemption is available for quali-
fying seniors and disabled individuals. See the 
Department of Revenue pamphlet for details 
at http://dor.wa.gov/docs/Pubs/Prop_Tax/
SeniorExempt.pdf.  For additional questions,  
please contact the County Assessor’s office 
by phone at 360.417.2400 or email web_ 
assessor@co.clallam.wa.us.  

Personal Property Tax Search
View www.clallam.net, and access Property 
Search to complete a data search for your 
personal property. 

For any questions, contact the Clallam County 
Assessor at 360.417.2400 or email  
web_assessor@co.clallam.wa.us.

TRiSHA PARkeR
PAHS ClASS

of 2005
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POSTAL CUSTOMER

More Levy FAQsLevy Resources
Why can’t our School District run without levy support?
Our School District can run without the support of the replacement educational  

programs and operation levy, but currently our schools depend on funding dollars from 

the levy. This levy will fund approximately 22% of our school district’s daily operating 

budget. Without levy support, schools will not be able to offer the same level of educa-

tion, activities and basic education expected by our community. 

How do these rates for assessed home values compare to the current rates?
In 2016, for the Levy, property owners within the school district paid $3.20 per $1,000  

of value. (At the time of the election in 2015, the rate was estimated to be $3.26).  

When the School Board voted on the Levy resolution for the February 14, 2017 election, 

the estimated amount was $3.30 per $1,000 for 2018. Since the time of Board approval, 

estimates have been as low as $3.24 per $1,000. However, we really won’t know the tax 

rates until the properties are assessed, right before the particular tax year.  

The amount requested, and voted on, stays the same - $9,100,000 per year for 2018, 

2019, 2020 and 2021. In 2016, taxpayers paid $3.20 per $1,000 of assessed property.

Why are only property owners taxed for the levy?  Why can’t everyone be  
accountable and taxed?
By statute, it is a property tax, and so, by definition, only those who own property pay 

the tax. Changing the way this is done, would require legislative changes, which may 

still yet happen, as the state discusses how to fund education.

The authority to levy taxes on property appears implied and governed by ARTICLE VII 

of our state constitution.  This article is titled “REVENUE AND TAXATION.” RCW 84.52.053 

provides more information for school districts, specifically, and references other perti-

nent statutes.

Questions, comments and suggestions may be sent via email to: info@portangeles 
schools.org, or by U.S. Mail to:  Superintendent, Port Angeles School District, 216 East 

Fourth Street, Port Angeles, WA  98362. 

Visit Levy News at www.portangelesschools.org to view additional levy information.
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Visit Levy News online at www.portangelesschools.org for updated 
information about the February 14, 2017 Replacement Educational 
Programs and Operation Levy. 

Questions, comments and suggestions may be sent to: 
info@portangelesschools.org, or by U.S. Mail to:  Superintendent, 
Port Angeles School District, 216 East Fourth Street, Port Angeles,  
WA  98362. 

Our Board of Directors is available to answer questions:

President Joshua Jones, M.D.  
360.797.1844  •  jjones@portangelesschools.org 
Vice President Sarah Methner  
360.460.9730  •  smethner@portangelesschools.org 
Director Cindy Kelly   
360.460.9549  •  ckelly@portangelesschools.org  
Director Susan Shotthafer  
360.452.4393   •  sshotthafer@portangelesschools.org 
Director Sandy Long, Ph.D.    
360.452.9010   •  slong@portangelesschools.org  

Noteworthy Dates
Wednesday, January 25, 2017:   
Replacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy Ballot mailed
Monday, February 6, 2017:   
Final day for in-person registration available at Elections Office
Tuesday, February 14, 2017:   
Ballots Due - Must be postmarked or dropped off at the Clallam County 
Courthouse by 8:00 p.m. 
Friday, February 24, 2017:  Election is certified.

Feb. 14, 2017

PROPOSITION NO. 1 

Port Angeles School District 

Replacement Educational 

Programs and Operation Levy

The Board of Directors of Port Angeles School District No. 121 adopted 

Resolution No. 1617-03, concerning a proposition to finance education-

al programs and operation expenses. This proposition would authorize 

the District to levy the following excess taxes, in place of an expiring 

levy, upon all taxable property within the District, for support of the 

District’s General Fund educational programs and operation expenses: 

Approximate Levy Rate/$1,000 

Levy/Collection Year  Assessed Value  Levy Amount 

 2018  $3.30  $9,100,000

 2019  $3.26  $9,100,000 

 2020  $3.23  $9,100,000 

 2021  $3.20  $9,100,000 

all as provided in Resolution 1617-03. 

Should this proposition be approved? 

      LEVY   Yes o    LEVY  No o 


